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Western Samoa should be deleted from the
list of least-developed beneficiary developing
countries and Angola, Ethiopia, Madagascar,
Zaire, and Zambia should be added.

11. Section 604 of the Trade Act, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the
President to embody in the HTS the sub-
stance of the relevant provisions of that Act,
and of other Acts affecting import treatment,
and actions thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section
301 of Title 3, United States Code, and Title
V and section 604 of the Trade Act, do pro-
claim that:

(1) In order to terminate the designation
of Malaysia as a beneficiary developing coun-
try under the GSP and to modify the list of
beneficiary developing countries designated
as least-developed beneficiary developing
countries for purposes of the GSP, the HTS
is modified as provided in Annex I to this
proclamation.

(2) In order to terminate the designation
of Cyprus, Aruba, Macau, the Netherlands
Antilles, Greenland, and the Cayman Islands
as beneficiary developing countries under
the GSP, the HTS is modified as provided
in Annex II to this proclamation.

(3) In order to reflect the suspension of
benefits under the GSP for certain articles
imported from Pakistan, the HTS is modified
as provided in Annex III to this proclamation.

(4) In order to correct the name of Guin-
ea-Bissau and Republic of Yemen and to re-
store preferential treatment to certain eligi-
ble articles from certain beneficiary develop-
ing countries as a result of granting of de
minimis waivers to such articles, the HTS is
modified as provided in Annex IV to this
proclamation.

(5) I delegate to the United States Trade
Representative the powers granted to me in
section 502(f)(2) of the Trade Act to notify
a country of my intention to terminate that
country’s status as a beneficiary developing
country for the purposes of the GSP.

(6) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with
the provisions of this proclamation are here-

by superseded to the extent of such inconsist-
ency.

(7) The modifications to the HTS made
in paragraphs (1) through (4) of this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to arti-
cles both: (i) imported on or after January
1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after the
date specified in the respective Annex.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 18, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation and its annexes were
published in the Federal Register on October 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Generalized System of
Preferences
October 17, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
The Generalized System of Preferences

(GSP) program offers duty-free treatment to
specified products that are imported from
designated developing countries. The pro-
gram is authorized by title V of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended.

Pursuant to title V, I have determined that
Malaysia should be graduated from the GSP
program because it is sufficiently advanced
in economic development and improved in
trade competitiveness. I have also deter-
mined that certain products from Pakistan
should be suspended from duty-free treat-
ment under the GSP program because it is
not making sufficient progress in protecting
basic labor rights. In addition, I have deter-
mined that Botswana and Western Samoa
should be deleted from the list of least-devel-
oped beneficiary developing countries and
Angola, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Zaire, and
Zambia should be added to that list. Finally,
I have determined that Cyprus, Aruba,
Macau, the Netherlands Antilles, Greenland,
and the Cayman Islands meet the definition
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of ‘‘high income’’ country as defined by the
statistics of the International Bank for Re-
construction and Development and are sub-
ject to mandatory graduation.

The action regarding Malaysia and des-
ignation of least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping countries is effective January 1, 1997.
The action against Pakistan is retroactive to
July 1, 1996. The mandatory graduation of
high income countries is effective January 1,
1998.

This notice is submitted in accordance
with the requirements of title V of the Trade
Act of 1974.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Proclamation 6943—Honoring the
Filipino Veterans of World War II
October 17, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
During the dark days of World War II,

nearly 100,000 soldiers of the Philippine
Commonwealth Army provided a ray of hope
in the Pacific as they fought alongside United
States and Allied forces for 4 long years to
defend and reclaim the Philippine Islands
from Japanese aggression. Thousands more
Filipinos joined U.S. Armed Forces imme-
diately after the war and served in occupa-
tional duty throughout the Pacific Theater.
For their extraordinary sacrifices in defense
of democracy and liberty, we owe them our
undying gratitude.

Valiant Filipino soldiers fought, died, and
suffered in some of the bloodiest battles of
World War II, defending beleaguered Bataan
and Corregidor, and thousands of Filipino
prisoners of war endured the infamous Ba-
taan Death March and years of captivity.
Their many guerrilla actions slowed the Japa-
nese takeover of the Western Pacific region
and allowed U.S. forces the time to build and
prepare for the allied counterattack on Japan.
Filipino troops fought side-by-side with U.S.

forces to secure their island nation as the
strategic base from which the final effort to
defeat Japan was launched.

This month, as we mark the anniversary
of General MacArthur’s return to the Phil-
ippines, we acknowledge the important role
Filipino soldiers played in turning back ag-
gression, defending liberty, and preserving
democracy, and we extend to them our abid-
ing thanks.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 20, 1996,
as a day Honoring the Filipino Veterans of
World War II. I urge all Americans to recall
the courage, sacrifice, and loyalty of Filipino
veterans of World War II and honor them
for their contributions to our freedom.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 21, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 18, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
October 22.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 12
In the morning, the President traveled to

Denver and Morrison, CO. In the afternoon,
he traveled to Englewood, CO.
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